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in the authority of the gods of the old mythology, spiritual
ized as they had been in the course of time. This religion,
while not so fundamental to their social structure as the
religions of Oriental societies or even as their own earlier
genetic religion, yet furnished certain support for their state,
for the sanctity of the family, and for the obligation to live a
life not of ease, self-indulgence, or even self-aggrandizement,
but of devotion to the common good. With the rejection oi
their old mythology and the mere formal retention of the wor-
ship of the household gods, the very basis for the morality of
the old genetic type was gone, and there was no corresponding
development of rationality sufficient for the multitude to re-
place the basis of a moral life. In the later tragedy, in the
comedy, and in the didactic poets the fortunes of men are no
longer determined, as in the early drama and the still earlier
epics, by the interposition of the gods or the will of heaven.
Natural causes and human calculation now replace the re-
ligious basis of morality. The Greeks, as a people, never
found any connection between the life to come and conduct in
this life; now, with the removal of all present interposition
of the gods in the life of man, there developed that complete
divorce of morality from religion that gave the new teachers of
any religion or any moral creed an opportunity that was not
neglected. Extreme skepticism and unreasoned conservatism
come into conflict, with no question as to where the ultimate
victory would lie. Skepticism in belief leads to freedom, even
license, in conduct. The new teachers, becoming specifically
teachers of morals, reject altogether the old basis of morality,
and along with that many of the traditional standards. As
a consequence, the orderliness, the dignity, the gravity, the
devotion to the public need of the old Greek life is replaced
by a greater frivolity of disposition, a disposition to place per-
sonal gratification above public service, and a general tendency,
evidenced even in the views of the poets, to reject the old
moral ideas and even to hold that the immoral cause of